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Charlie Rangel admitted yesterday that he isn’t very good with numbers. He took the blame for not paying his
taxes, but being bad at numbersisn’t anything new for the Democratic Party.

The Treasury Secretary, Mr. Geithner, isn’t very good with numbers either. We all know that he forgot to pay
his taxes too. It is hard to make the case to the public that they should pay their taxes when the guy whoisin
charge of the IRS and the guy who isin charge of overseeing the IRS don’t know enough about numbersto be
ableto pay their own personal taxes.

Governing is al about numbers.

Numbers are important for governing because the first thing you have to do when you govern isfigure out the
budget. Budgeting is about making choices. And we can’t afford to do everything we want to do.

The American people are starting to figure that out these days, which is why they want a balanced budget. They
want the politicians to make the hard choices. But politicians don’t want to make hard choices, because they can
read the polls. And the reason choices are hard is because the polls say you shouldn’t make them.

But if the numbers don’t add up, you don’t have much of a choice.

Just look at Ireland. A decade ago, the Irish decided to go all in with the Euro. They gave up their own currency
and put their trust in the Germans.

And the numbers looked good for the first half decade or so. The Celtic Tiger roared thanks to investment from
the European Union. But because of anasty real estate bubble, the numbers aren’t adding up now. The Irish
government has slashed spending to the bone, but still the numbers don’t add up. They can’t get any more loans
at reasonabl e rates on the bond market, so now, they have to be bailed out by the Germans. It is no fun to be
bailed out by the Germans.

The British, who still have their own currency, are in worse shape than the Irish, but because they still have
control over their own currency, they have more time to figure this all out. In the meantime, they too are cutting
the hell out of their own budget, because they know that in the long term, the numbers aren’t going to add up.

Which brings me back to America. The Tea Party is coming to Washington and they have two goals: Cut
spending and create jobs.

It has not gone unnoted that the U.S. government, under the leadership of Mr. Obama, was the only government

that had absolutely no intention of cutting spending. In fact, the Democratic spending spree was supposed to
create jobs. Who caresif the numbers didn’t add up?
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WEell, asit turned out, the American people cared.
They want the numbers to add up.
Numbers are important in governing.

Ron Johnson, the new Senator from Wisconsin, has noted that while there are plenty of lawyersin Congress,
there is only one accountant. That could explain why the budget is so out of whack.

Lawyers are good at suing, they are good at talking, they are good at convincing. They aren’t so good at adding
and subtracting.

Just as Charlie Rangel.
Numbers are important.

This post originialy appeared on The Fechery Theory on November 19, 2010.
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